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the body
of christ
in love

Welcome to Cedarkirk Summer Camp 2017!
We are excited to embark on another summer of life-changing outdoor ministry
with you and your camper!
Cedarkirk has provided a place apart to build up the body of Christ in love since our
first summer programs in 1971. This is a place apart for exploration, personal challenge,
community building, and having fun. Most importantly, this is a place apart for young
people to feel loved unconditionally and comfortable enough to be themselves as they
experience Christ, creation and community at camp.
Our summer programs are a ministry, and investing in our campers is something we take
seriously. Surrounded by God’s beautiful creation and the love of nurturing counselors
and staff, campers grow, learn, and build character. Regardless of the camp program
you and your child select, your camper will try new things, explore their faith during
Bible study and worship, and have lots of fun under the mentorship of their energetic
counselors.
Apart from excitement and physical challenge, camp is a safe space for campers to grow
into themselves. At the zip tower or during Bible study, in a canoe on the river or in quiet
conversation around a campfire, God’s love and the importance of community is felt as
much as taught.
We can’t wait for you to join our special community this summer!

Welcome to

The Cedarkirk Experience
Regardless of the particular program
you and your child select, EVERY camper
will be part of our small-group camping
experience. The greatest strength of our
summer program is the community that
forms here each week among staff and
campers in these small groups and we
make sure every camper is a part of it!

Why Summer Camp?
Camp is one of the most exciting and effective environments in which young people
develop, learn and grow in faith. A significant and growing body of research shows that
time spent at camp – and away from home! – helps kids grow.

Your camper will do most activities with
their small group, under the leadership
of their counselors. Friendships and trust
can be built, and respect, learning, and
care for one another will thrive.

Camp gives young people the opportunity to:

faith through shared relationships and experiences
imagination, creativity, and play
for exactly who they are
and adhere to shared, communal values
independence, self-esteem, and identity
social skills and nurture lasting friendships
more comfortable and confident in nature
respect for – and appreciation of – our planet
strong role models
lasting leadership skills

Even our specialty camps (i.e. Culinary
Camps, Adventure Camps, etc.) have
only one block of specialty time each
day, at most. The rest of the day is
spent as a small group at activities
like archery, canoeing, Bible study,
swimming, cook outs, and more.
After dinner, small groups in the
same age range will come together
for supervised free time, worship, and
night activities.
Cedarkirk campers leave with a sense
of accomplishment and a greater
appreciation for their own – and
others’ – abilities. They gain a deeper
comprehension of their relationship
with God and a new perspective on
what they are capable of achieving.

Summer Theme: BRANCHING OUT

We continually hear campers talk about how special the camp community is, how
conducive it is to faith development, and how much they miss it when they leave. This
summer’s curriculum, BRANCHING OUT, is all about how they can take that feeling home
with them and continue to access that wellspring of faith they find here at camp.
We are connected to one
another – and to God – by Christ.
Each day’s scripture focus will
encourage campers to use prayer,
relationships, family, and more to
stay connected to God and to their
communities throughout their
lives. After a week’s worth of Bible
studies and worships, campers
will leave with the conviction that
they can sustain their faith and
that “camp feeling” long after they
have left this place.

Lunch
Song Time
Rest Time
Activity Blocks 3 & 4
Dinner

Our counselors are integral in shaping
and upholding the community that
forms here at camp. They are energetic,
dedicated, Christian young adults who
have committed their time and energy
to caring for your child.
Each staff member goes through an
extensive hiring process that includes
personal interviews and several
background checks. All staff receive
twelve days of intensive training prior
to the beginning of camp and ongoing
instruction throughout the summer.

A day in the life of...
a cedarkirk camper
Wake Up
Breakfast
Morning Watch
Capers
Activity Blocks 1 & 2

cedarkirk' s Summer Staff

Activity Block 5
Worship
Night Activity
Snack
Get Ready for Bed

Training covers a diverse range of topics,
including outdoor living skills, effective
management of a small group and how
to relate to the needs of individuals
within that group, facilitation of all
of our activities, positive discipline
techniques, certification in first aid and
CPR, and lots more.

Cedarkirk staff are
equipped with the skills
necessary to create a
physically and emotionally
safe environment within
which all campers can
thrive, grow, and have fun!

Explorer Camp
This two-night program for our
youngest campers is an excellent
introduction to camp! Explorer
campers participate in all the camp
activities appropriate for their age
group and spend lots of time outside
exploring creation and indulging
their inquisitive dispositions. A low
ratio of campers to staff ensures that
every child receives the attention and
nurture they need as they experience
the excitement of camp for the first
time!

Junior camp sampler
If you can’t decide which Junior Camp to attend, this is the
one for you! In addition to all of the fun, games, and classic
camp activities, your group will sample each of the following
camps during your week: Culinary, Creative, Adventure, and
Mad Science. Join us for an exciting week and try a little bit of
everything!

June 11-13
June 25-27
June 28-30
July 9-11
July 12-14
*Air-conditioned lodging*

Junior adventure
camp
Connect deeply with nature, with God,
and the good people in your small group
as you traverse the woods, cook some
meals over a fire, and learn other outdoor
living skills. The rest of your time will be
spent participating in your favorite camp
activities with your small group!
June 11-16
July 9-14
*Rustic lodging*

June 4-9
*Rustic lodging*

Junior mad
science camp
Indulge your inner mad scientist
by doing cool experiments in the
strangest laboratory of all: camp!
When you’re not in the lab, you’ll
be running around camp with your
small group taking part in all of your
favorite camp activities.
June 4-9
*Rustic lodging*

Junior culinary camp
Prepare delicious treats to dazzle your family and friends back
home! When you’re not in the kitchen, you and your group will
cook up some of your favorite camp activities during this week
of fellowship, fun, and fresh culinary experiences.

camp quest
Put your creative and thrill-seeking
nature to the test! Embark on a new
adventure each day as you work
with your group to solve problems,
build contraptions, and explore the
camp’s property to complete your
quests.

Junior creative camp
Engage your creative streak every day as you work on a
variety of art projects and crafts. You’ll also have tons of
fun growing closer to God, building community with new
friends, exploring the woods, and having lots of time for camp
activities, recreation, games, and worship.

June 11-16
July 23-28
*Rustic lodging*

June 18-23
July 23-28
*Air-conditioned
lodging*

June 25-30
July 9-14
*Air-conditioned
lodging*

woodwise adventure camp
This camp is focused on outdoor exploration, learning about
the nature that surrounds us at camp, and fun ways we can help
conserve resources to make our planet healthier. When you’re not
doing Woodwise games and activities, your small group will be
canoeing, zip lining, playing gaga ball, cooking out, and more!

middle school conference
June 18-23
*Rustic lodging*

Good times and great memories
abound at this camp classic!
Accomplish all of your favorite camp
activities, have time to hang out
with new friends, discuss issues that
matter to you, and grow closer to
God! Come see why this conference
is our most popular middle school
offering!
June 4-9
June 11-16
June 18-23
June 25-30
July 23-28

*Air-conditioned
lodging*

Middle School Night Owl

Water wonder
adventure camp
Dive into a week centered
around God’s gift of water! From
activities on the Alafia River and
in Cedarkirk’s pool to a sleep over
and behind-the-scenes tour at the
Florida Aquarium, you and your
group will swim, float, and paddle
your way through this exciting
week at camp!

June 25-30

*Rustic lodging*

Sleep in each morning and stay up late at night during this laid-back
week of camp. You will do your favorite activities – by sunlight or
moonlight – and have cookouts under the stars, unique night events,
and late-night worships with all of the other Night Owl groups.

July 16-21
*Airconditioned
lodging*

mid-high adventure camp
Get ready to know yourself, your
new friends, and God better than
ever as you push your boundaries
during this exciting week! Prepare
for adventures along the river
during an extended canoe trip, a
tent camp out, a roped tree-climb,
fantastic cook-outs, and all of the
other camp activities you’re looking
forward to!
June 18-23
*Rustic lodging*

Middle & high School culinary camp
Spend some time in our kitchen learning how to prepare a
four-course meal for your family and friends! The rest of your
time at camp will be filled with exciting activities like archery,
canoeing, climbing the high ropes course, games with your
small group, unique culinary cookouts, and more!

June 11-16
*Air-conditioned
lodging*

music, arts & drama camp
At Music, Arts & Drama Camp you will be able to sample a
variety of artistic disciplines - music, drama, and visual arts and develop a closing program for your family! The rest of your
time will be spent in camp activities, learning more about your
relationship with God, and enjoying the beauty of the outdoors!

the source
Join your closest friends for our most
exciting small-group experience
yet! There will be plenty of time to
tackle Cedarkirk’s traditional camp
activities, but you’ll also do so much
more! Embark on an extended canoe
trip to Lithia Springs and have a beach
day with a cookout and worship at Ft.
DeSoto.
June 4-9
*Air-conditioned
lodging*

July 9-14
*Airconditioned
lodging*

ropes & rivers camp - new!

senior high leadership

Our newest adventure camp is one
you definitely won’t want to miss! If
you enjoy the strenuous challenges
of high ropes courses and the laidback skills required for piloting
canoes and kayaks, this might be
the best week of your summer. Get
your feet wet with a kayak trip on the
Alafia River and time on Cedarkirk’s
own ropes courses. After that, your
small group will head off site for trips
to another high ropes course in the
area and a canoe trip on another
Florida river!

Experience life in intentional Christian community during
this meaningful week at camp. You will serve God and others
and have the most fun you’ve ever had while you improve
leadership skills, wash dishes, and lead recreation and canoe
trips with elementary-aged campers. SHL campers receive 30
service hours for their work at camp.

June 4-9
June 11-16
June 18-23
June 25-30
July 9-14
July 23-28
*Rustic lodging*

All
SHL
and
CLIP
campers must submit a
supplemental application,
which can be completed
online or printed from our
website. This application
must be returned within
two weeks of registration
or the camper will lose
their reserved space in the
program.

June 25-30
July 23-28
*Rustic lodging*

high School
Night Owl
Sleep in each morning and stay
up late at night during this laidback camp that incorporates
our most popular activities
with cookouts under the stars,
unique night activities, and
late-night worships with your
camp friends!

July 16-21
*Air-conditioned
lodging*

christian leadership in practice
If you enjoyed the service and
leadership aspects of SHL and
are ready for the next step,
CLIP is for you! CLIP campers
will continue to develop their
leadership skills and strengthen
self-confidence by spending
part of each day shadowing
and assisting counselors in our
Junior and Explorer programs,
then debriefing the experience
afterward. Expect a rewarding
week of challenge, growth, and
fun! This camp is only available
to campers who have completed
two previous summers of SHL. CLIP
campers receive 45 service hours
for their work at camp.

June 25-30

*Air-conditioned lodging*

reach out conference

Programs for adults with intellectual
and/or developmental disabilities

Reach Out campers live within a supportive
community while having the time of their
lives! Swimming, archery, making crafts,
singing, worshiping together, roasting
s’mores around a campfire, and performing
in a talent show are some of the activities
these campers look forward to year after
year. A high ratio of staff and volunteers
ensures that each camper receives the care
they need and enjoys a safe and enriching
camp experience.
June 4-9
July 23-28

*Air-conditioned
lodging*

you & me family camp
Are you looking for a chance to get away from your busy schedule? Do you want an
opportunity to grow closer as a family while spending time in God’s beautiful creation?
You & Me is packed with outdoor fun like archery, group worships, hunting for shark’s
teeth, and zip lining. Take time to relax as a family, share meals and fellowship with
others, and make some wonderful memories at camp! This program is not eligible for the
Presbytery discount.
June 14-16
*Air-conditioned
lodging*

A supplemental application is required
for this program, which must be
approved by camp staff to complete the
registration process. In order to create
a safe place free of distractions, Reach
Out campers must be able to effectively
communicate their basic needs and
wants, maintain their own hygiene and
bathroom needs, and be able to interact
with peers and staff appropriately.

Challenge to Change mission
Mission programs
Programs

Summer Camp Open Houses
Cedarkirk will open its doors to you and
your family for two free Open Houses
this spring. If you are new to Cedarkirk or
considering camp for the first time, this
is an excellent opportunity to see some
of the facilities where our campers sleep,
try a few of our most popular summer
activities, and meet our directors.
The zip line, archery range, and pool
(at the May event only) will be open,
and we will have guided walking tours,
hayrides, and a campfire with s’mores
running all afternoon. Of course, you’re
always welcome to relax in a rocking
chair and enjoy the view from the porch.
Even if you’re a Cedarkirk veteran, we
encourage you to join us for this free
afternoon and learn about the exciting
things coming up at your camp and
conference center.

The Challenge To Change program is designed
to blend hands-on mission work with discussion
and fact-finding for increased awareness of
poverty and social justice issues. Combining
all of this with worship, community-building
experiences, and camp activities provides
participants with an experiential education
that can transform lives. Groups can choose
to volunteer at Beth-El Farmworker Ministry (a
rural farmworker ministry) and/or Metropolitan
Ministries (an urban homeless ministry).

February 4 & May 13, 2017 | 1-5 p M

Family retreat Weekend
Bring your whole family out for our annual
retreat weekend! Catch up with old friends
and make new ones while you swim, zip line,
fellowship, and rock on the porch.

Cedarkirk partners with these ministries and
others to give your group a sacred balance
of worship, study, service, recreation, and
personal growth.

If your group is interested
in Challenge to Change –
offered year round – check
out www.cedarkirk.org or
call us at 813.685.4224 x4.

There will be organized activities,
competitions, and worships, as well as plenty
of down time to hike, relax, play in the river
and do as you please!
We hope you and your family will take
advantage of this opportunity to grow
closer, worship together, and enjoy some
time outdoors away from the busyness of
your regular routine!

September 1-3, 2017
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Health & Safety
The health and safety of your child is our
first concern and priority. Camp programs
are not without risk, but we aim to
minimize this and maximize fun through
effective staff training, mandatory safety
procedures, and quality supervision.
Cedarkirk has a first aid center and every
staff member is certified in first aid,
CPR, and the use of an AED. Emergency
response facilities are located minutes
from camp and a regional hospital is just
over 10 miles away. Camper medications
are kept locked and dispensed by the
on-site healthcare specialist. All activities
with increased risk are supervised by a
skilled and experienced staff member
trained in that particular activity. Pool
use and off-site water activities are
monitored by certified lifeguards. Some
Cedarkirk programs do involve off-site
trips; campers participating in these trips
will travel in Cedarkirk vehicles driven by
directors or trained staff members over
the age of 21.

Scholarships

Withdrawal & cancellation policy
We understand that complications arise and you may have to withdraw your child
from their program. The initial $75 deposit is non-refundable and will not be returned.
Cancellations made more than 14 days before the start of the program will receive a
full refund (less the $75 deposit). No refund will be given for cancellations made fewer
than 14 days from the start of the program. If your child is asked to leave camp due to
behavioral issues or chooses to leave for any reason, your camp fee will not be refunded.
Requests for refunds due to illness will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

Our facilities

Roommates

Nestled along the Alafia River, our camp
and conference facilities sit on 170 acres
and include air-conditioned buildings, rustic
cabins (electricity, but no air-conditioning),
an activity pavilion, a swimming pool,
playing fields, a disc golf course, outdoor
worship spaces, and many activities. Visit
our website for more information about our
accommodations and activities.

Some campers may wish to have
a specific roommate during their
stay at camp, but a huge part of
the camp experience is making
new friends and developing
community within a group. The
majority of Cedarkirk campers
do not come to camp with a
roommate, but you may request
ONE roommate (this request
will only be honored if BOTH
parties request each other).
Requests for more than one
roommate are not guaranteed.
It is our policy to place siblings
in separate groups unless
we are advised otherwise.
Cedarkirk invites all campers to
come with an openness to new
experiences and relationships.

We believe that every child who wants to
come to camp should be able to attend.
If you are in need of financial help to
send your child to camp, scholarship
money is available to assist you. Be
sure to also speak with your pastor or
church office; they often have money
budgeted to help families pay for camp.
Scholarship money is awarded for one
camp session per camper each summer
and is entirely confidential. To obtain a
scholarship application, please contact
the camp office (813.685.4224) or print
an application at www.cedarkirk.org.

For answers to questions,
tips on preparing your child
for camp, and what to expect
when you arrive, please refer
to the PARENT HANDBOOK
on the summer camp section
of our web site.

summer weather
We try to provide the opportunity for all campers to
participate in every activity available for their age
group. However, due to Florida’s summer weather
pattern of rain and thunderstorms, some activities
may not be possible to complete during your child’s
week at camp. Counselors are trained in teaching
and leading alternate indoor activities during such
times. In spite of rainy days, campers have fun
playing and laughing inside Cedarkirk’s facilities.

calendar of summer programs
Dates

Tier I
Tier Ii
Tier Iii

is Cedarkirk’s historically published rate and does not reflect the full
per-camper cost associated with providing a summer program.

Multi-Session Discount:

If one week of camp just isn’t enough for you, register for a second week (or third, or
fourth!) and receive 10% off the price of that camp. The 10% discount will be applied
automatically to any additional camps the camper signs up for this summer.

Cost
tier i

Cost
tier ii

Cost
tier iii

Junior Mad Science Camp
Junior Camp Sampler
Middle School Conference
The Source
Senior High Leadership (SHL)
Reach Out Conference

3rd – 6th
3rd – 6th
6th – 8th
8th – 12th
9th – 12th
Ages 18+

$400
$400
$405
$410
$265
$380

$500
$500
$505
$510
$365
----

$600
$600
$605
$610
$465
----

June 11 – 16

Explorer Camp [June 11-13]
Junior Creative Camp
Junior Adventure Camp
Middle School Conference
Middle & High School Culinary Camp
Senior High Leadership (SHL)

1st – 3rd
3rd – 6th
3rd – 6th
6th – 8th
7th – 12th
9th – 12th

$220
$400
$395
$405
$415
$265

$270
$500
$495
$505
$515
$365

$320
$600
$595
$605
$615
$465

June 14 – 16

You & Me Family Camp

Ages 3-12
w/ adult

June 18 – 23

Woodwise Adventure Camp
Camp Quest
Middle School Conference
Mid-High Adventure Camp
Senior High Leadership (SHL)

3rd – 6th
3rd – 6th
6th – 8th
6th – 9th
9th – 12th

$395
$415
$405
$405
$265

$495
$515
$505
$505
$365

$595
$615
$605
$605
$465

June 25 – 30

Explorer Camp [June 25-27]
Explorer Camp [June 28-30]
Junior Culinary Camp
Water Wonder Adventure Camp
Middle School Conference
Ropes & Rivers Camp
Senior High Leadership (SHL)
Christian Leadership in Practice (CLIP)

1st – 3rd
1st – 3rd
3rd – 6th
3rd – 6th
6th – 8th
9th – 12th
9th – 12th
11th – 12th

$220
$220
$415
$445
$405
$420
$265
$235

$270
$270
$515
$545
$505
$520
$365
$335

$320
$320
$615
$645
$605
$620
$465
$435

July 9 – 14

Explorer Camp [July 9-11]
Explorer Camp [July 12-14]
Junior Adventure Camp
Junior Culinary Camp
Music, Arts, and Drama Camp
Senior High Leadership (SHL)

1st – 3rd
1st – 3rd
3rd – 6th
3rd – 6th
6th – 12th
9th – 12th

$220
$220
$395
$415
$415
$265

$270
$270
$495
$515
$515
$365

$320
$320
$595
$615
$615
$465

July 16 – 21

Middle School Night Owl Camp
High School Night Owl Camp

6th – 8th
9th – 12th

$415
$415

$515
$515

$615
$615

July 23 – 28

Junior Creative Camp
Camp Quest
Middle School Conference
Ropes & Rivers Camp
Senior High Leadership (SHL)
Reach Out Conference

3rd – 6th
3rd – 6th
6th – 8th
9th – 12th
9th – 12th
Ages 18+

$400
$415
$405
$420
$265
$380

$500
$515
$505
$520
$365
----

$600
$615
$605
$620
$465
----

is a midpoint between the historically published rate and the full
cost of providing a program for each camper.
closely accounts for the full cost of providing Cedarkirk’s summer
programs for each camper.
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June 4 – 9

Tiered Pricing: WHY THREE PRICES?
In the table on the following page, you will see three prices listed for most camp
programs. Cedarkirk’s voluntary tiered pricing structure is intended to help families
recognize how much a week at camp really costs and then select the level of payment
most appropriate for their circumstances. Cedarkirk’s summer programs are supported
with surplus monies generated by our year-round retreat ministry and the gifts of
donors. A tiered pricing model allows families the option to more fully support the
total cost of their child attending camp if they are financially able. As you think about
selecting a program for your child, please consider the three tiers and choose the best
fit for your family. An explanation of the individual tiers is below.

Program

Age 3-5: $60
Age 6-12: $105
Adult: $140

M e M b e r s o f c h u r c h e s i n P e a c e r i v e r o r T a M P a b ay
PresbyTeries receive $20 off The Price lisTed above.

How To RegisTeR
online registration at www.cedarkirk.org:
Access online camp registration through
www.cedarkirk.org to see current program
availability, print or fill out required
supplemental forms, and pay with a credit/
debit card. A $75 non-refundable deposit is
required at registration to secure your child’s
spot.

mail-in registration:

If you are unable to register online, please
print a registration form from our website. A
$75 non-refundable deposit (cash/check) must
accompany your registration form to secure
your child’s spot.

ALL forms required for attendance
at Cedarkirk must be completed
and returned TWO WEEKS BEFORE
YOUR CAMP SESSION BEGINS
ALONG WITH ANY REMAINING
BALANCE DUE. If your payment
and forms are not received 14
days prior to the start of your
child’s program, he or she may
be removed to make room for a
camper on the waitlist.

meal of simplicity
Each week of the summer, we serve a simple lunch of beans, rice, and tortillas (with
a PB&J option) so our campers can see what is standard fare for many in our world
and prompt discussion about poverty issues and food justice. The money we save
by preparing a simple meal each week is used to support hunger organizations in
our communities and around the world.
This summer, we will donate that money to Heifer International, an organization
committed to ending hunger and poverty around the world while caring for the
planet. Heifer International empowers families to turn hunger and poverty into
hope and prosperity by blending training in sustainable agriculture and commerce
with donations of animals, livestock, and agricultural resources. Consequently,
families are provided with food and income, as products of their labor (like milk,
honey, or eggs) can often be traded or sold. The organization’s distribution model
also requires recipients to train others in their area and pass along offspring from
their animals and seeds from their crops so that a single donation can be multiplied
across an entire community.
For more information about Heifer International or Cedarkirk’s Meal of Simplicity,
please visit our website.

www.cedarkirk.org/mission/mealofsimplicity
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camps@cedarkirk.org
www.cedarkirk.org

813.685.4224 [phone]
813.689.9170 [fax]

1920 Streetman Drive
Lithia, FL 33547

CAMP & CONFERENCE CENTER

Cedarkirk

A place apart to build up
the body of Christ in love.
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